
Style and Craft

Style can be defined as any of the characteristic ways that an
author uses language. Like a fingerprint, an author's style
identifies his or her writing as unique.

 1. Does the author use words drawn from everyday language, slang, or a higher vocabulary level?

2. Is the language mostly figurative or mostly literal?

3. Does the author choose to arrange words for the way they sound? Is the story different if it is
     read aloud?

4. Are the sentences short and choppy, or long and complex?

5. Does the author use punctuation in a distinct way?

6. Does the author use standard formatting and paragraph structure?

Tone: the author's attitude
towards the theme or 
subject

Mood: the atmosphere or 
feelings evoked by a piece
of literature



Name: ________________________ Date: ___________ Hour: ____________

Defining and Exploring Style

“A Dark Brown Dog” “Eveʼs Diary” “Jabberwocky”

Author

Word Choice: Does 
the author use words 
from everyday 
language, slang, or a 
higher vocabulary 
level?

Complexity of 
Sentences: Are the 
sentences short and 
choppy or long and 
complex?

Punctuation: Does the 
author use punctuation 
in a distinct way?

Use of Symbols: Is the 
language mostly 
figurative or mostly 
literal?

Sound and Rhythm: 
Does the author 
choose to arrange 
words for the way they 
sound?

Format: Does the 
author use standard 
formatting and 
paragraph structure?

O Captain! My Captain!



“Train” “Carpathia” “Near Taurus”

Author

Word Choice: Does 
the author use words 
from everyday 
language, slang, or a 
higher vocabulary 
level?

Complexity of 
Sentences: Are the 
sentences short and 
choppy or long and 
complex?

Punctuation: Does the 
author use punctuation 
in a distinct way?

Use of Symbols: Is the 
language mostly 
figurative or mostly 
literal?

Sound and Rhythm: 
Does the author 
choose to arrange 
words for the way they 
sound?

Format: Does the 
author use standard 
formatting and 
paragraph structure?












